XVI           CONCEPTION OF MATTER

The nature of pure matter is marvellous. In
Christian theology it is described as spiritual matter.*
Heavens and the bodies of angels, arch-angels etc. con-
sist of this. In the view of Vaisnava Acaryas too the
bodies of liberated beings (those who are not in a dis-
embodied condition), of beings who are eternally free
and all the higher celestial planes of existence are pure.

The four states of gunas^ viz. vifesa^ amfesa, Unga and
almga and the five states of each of the elements (viz.
sthula, svarupa^ suksma., anvaya and arthavattva) or senses
(viz. grabana., svarupa^ asmitd, anvaya., and arthavatt'va)
represent from different points of view the different
degrees of what might be called materiality in matter.

The problem of Matter is intimately connected
with that of motion conceived either as kryd or as
spanda^ and with that of Energy or pkti., and may be
approached from varied angles of vision. A thorough
study of the question cannot therefore be expected
in a single treatise, however carefully devised, intended
to represent only a particular line of thinking.

Sanskrit students owe a deep debt of obligation
to the writer of the present monograph for his highly
creditable and useful contribution to a study of this
vexed problem from the point of view of a particular
school of Indian Philosophy, a school which on account
of its advocacy of realism and commonsense in its
outlook is calculated to have a universal appeal to the
modern mind. It is possible that there is scope for

with Ra/as and Tamas and which in a sense is supernatural. It is
described as the upadhi of Ipara and known as 'Prakrsta-Sattva.
This is pure matter in the truest sense, and has no place in Kapila's
school as interpreted by Ic:varakrsna, but is recognised by Patan-
jali and his system. The ApraJ^rta-Sattva ^(^uddha-SaUva) of the
Vaisnavas is an allied conception.

* There are some Qn- Vaisnava scholars who hold that (^ud-
dha-SaUva is not ant or matter at all, but is an aspect of Caitanya.
The two views of the (^ri-Vaisnavas are well-known.